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Submission from Waikato Regional Council staff to Proposed Plan Change 14 - Rezoning Part of 
C10 Growth Cell to the Waipā District Plan 
 
18 July 2024 
 

Introduction 

1. Waikato Regional Council (WRC) appreciates the opportunity to make a submission to Proposed Plan 
Change 14 - Rezoning Part of C10 Growth Cell to the Waipā District Plan (PC14). WRC’s primary 
interest is in relation to the Waikato Regional Policy Statement (WRPS). District plans, including plan 
changes such as this one, are required to give effect to the RPS (RMA s75(3)(c)). Territorial authorities 
must also have regard to Proposed WRPS Change 1 (National Policy Statement on Urban Development 
and Future Proof Strategy Update) (WRPS Change 1) – Decisions version under s74(2)(a)(i) of the RMA.  

 
2. The key areas of interest for PC14 relate to the WRPS and Proposed WRPS Change 1, the Future Proof 

land use pattern, high class soils/highly productive land, long-tailed bats and their habitat, stormwater 
management, flood hazards and transport.  

 
3. WRC acknowledges that PC14 relates wholly to land within the C10 Growth Cell, which is identified 

for future urban development post-2035 in the WRPS and Waipā District Plan. The plan change 
proposes to bring forward the planned timing of development of this area.  
 

4. We commend the efforts of Fonterra and Waipā District Council in providing a suite of technical 
documents to support PC14 and integrating the recommendations into the plan change proposal. 

 
5. We support development of the PC14 site, as per the Future Proof Strategy 2024, subject to further 

clarification and analysis. Our submission predominantly focuses on the assessments and technical 
reports for PC14, with a view to ensuring the proposed plan change is supported by sufficient 
assessment and evidence to demonstrate that it gives effect to the relevant higher-order policy 
documents under the RMA, including the WRPS; particularly the provisions of the Urban form and 
development (UFD) chapter.  

 
6. The submission also seeks to ensure a strategic and integrated approach is taken to the zoning of land 

for urban development, in accordance with the WRPS and the Future Proof Strategy 2024.  
 

7. Our submission makes recommendations for further assessments and amendments to the proposed 
provisions to better give effect to the WRPS and other relevant higher-order policy documents.  

 
8. We provide some general comments in relation to transport below, followed by a table of specific 

submission points.  
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General comments – Transport  
 
9. PC14 is generally consistent with regional priorities, objectives and policies articulated in the 

operative Waikato Regional Land Transport Plan (RLTP), and the WRPS as it pertains to transport 
matters. However, we consider there are further opportunities to increase the level of integrated land 
use and transport planning in the plan change.  
 

10. The proposed plan change provides an assessment against the existing Waipā District Plan and 
demonstrates how the proposal meets the transport requirements of that plan. However, the 
application does not appear to be assessed against the transport provisions of the WRPS – especially 
in terms of urban form and development.  

 
11. Objective UFD-O1 and Policy UFD-P1 in the WRPS refer specifically to transport and require regard to 

be had to the General Development Principles in APP11. These include:  
i. promote compact urban form, design and location to:  

i. minimise energy and carbon use;  
ii. minimise the need for private motor vehicle use;  

iii. maximise opportunities to support and take advantage of public transport in particular by 
encouraging employment activities in locations that are or can in the future be served 
efficiently by public transport;  

iv. encourage walking, cycling and multi-modal transport connections; and  
v. maximise opportunities for people to live, work and play within their local area;  

 
12. The plan change application relies on the Integrated Transportation Assessment to determine the 

transport effects of the proposed industrial rezoning and how they might be mitigated. We consider 
there is scope to strengthen provisions in the plan change to give greater effect to the principles in 
APP11 and other provisions of the WRPS.  

 

13. We note that we have made no comment on technical specifications for road corridors and the 
transport network in general, but support these where they meet best practice standards for walking 
and cycling infrastructure.  
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Further information and hearings 

WRC wishes to be heard at the hearings for Proposed Plan Change 14 - Rezoning Part of C10 Growth Cell to 
the Waipā District Plan in support of this submission and is prepared to consider a joint submission with 
others making a similar submission. 
 
WRC could not gain an advantage in trade competition through this submission.  
 

Submitter details 

Waikato Regional Council 
Contact person: Katrina Andrews (Strategic and Spatial Planning) 
Email:   
Phone:  
 
Post:  

 
 

 
I could not gain an advantage in trade competition through this submission 
I am not directly affected by an effect of the subject matter of the submission that: 
(a) does not adversely affect the environment; and 
(b) does not relate to trade competition or the effects of trade competition. 
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