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Introduction 

1. Waikato Regional Council (WRC) appreciates the opportunity to make a submission to Proposed Plan
Changes 15 – Permeable Surfaces and 16 – Technical Improvements. WRC’s primary interest is in
relation to the Waikato Regional Policy Statement (WRPS). District Plans, including Plan Changes such
as this one, are required to give effect to the RPS (RMA s75(3)(c)).

2. In this case, the key areas of interest relate to natural hazard risk in the Cambridge North Structure
Plan Area and water supply for firefighting purposes - Section 15 – Infrastructure, Hazards,
Development and Subdivision.

3. WRC seeks the following decision from Council:

a. Proposed Plan Change 15: Retain and amend Rule 2.4.2.17 to include the requirement of a
minimum floor level as a performance standard for dwellings or other suitably effective mitigation 
measures.

Submitter details 

Waikato Regional Council 
Contact person: Hannah Craven (Policy Implementation) 

  
 

I could not gain an advantage in trade competition through this submission. 

I am not directly affected by an effect of the subject matter of the submission that: 

(a) does not adversely affect the environment; and
(b) does not relate to trade competition or the effects of trade competition.
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Submission on Proposed Plan Change 15 – Permeable Surfaces 

3. WRC supports the changes to the definitions of permeable and impermeable surfaces and site
coverage.

4. WRC oppose the deletion of Rule 2.4.2.17 – Cambridge North Structure Plan Area: flood risk for the
following reasons:

a. The structure plan area is within the Waikato Central Drainage Scheme area in which further
guidance to drain ponded stormwater through WRC managed drains and culverts is required. The
current level of service for this drainage area is to drain ponded rainfall water from a 10% AEP
rainfall event within three days. The current level of service does not take into consideration
projected climate change, thus may become overwhelmed by an increase in rainfall intensities
and duration, increasing the stormwater ponding and runoff flood risk.

b. Development in the area will increase impermeable surfaces and runoff. As a result, the risk of
ponding, flooding, and damage to infrastructure and dwellings may increase. This requires
mitigation options to be considered – such as setting minimum floor levels that account for
climate change. Another option may be to limit the uses of buildings in areas of flood risks.

c. The deletion of Rule 2.4.2.17 will result in all guidance being from the Building Act regarding
natural hazards risk mitigation in the structure plan area. The Building Act and Code are
insufficient to effectively mitigate natural hazards risk, as they provide minimal guidance on
accounting for climate change and mitigation measures beyond the requirement for floor levels
to be clear of the 50-year flood level..

d. WRC supports attempts to mitigate risks to human health and safety. Retaining and amending
Rule 2.4.2.17 to suitable performance standards for dwellings in flood risk areas will protect
human life and structures relied on for social and economic wellbeing.
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Submission on Proposed Plan Change 16 – Technical Improvements 

1. WRC supports the attempt to protect life and preserve human safety and acknowledges the
difficulty in meeting that objective with the ambiguous nature and application of the existing
rule.

2. We commend Plan Change 16 for having regard to the National Disaster Resilience Strategy
in particular, Section 5 “Managing Risks.”
https://www.civildefence.govt.nz/assets/Uploads/publications/National-Disaster-Resilience-
Strategy/National-Disaster-Resilience-Strategy-10-April-2019.pdf.  We draw attention to the
holistic approach of this document to managing risk and not relying on just a single
mechanism.

3. We support the inclusion of Issue 15.2.1A, Objective 15.3.5A, and Policy 15.3.5A.1 to
strengthen and increase policy support for the existing rule for when infrastructure services
are not provided by Council.

4. We trust the Fire and Emergency Services New Zealand have provided advice to the Council
on appropriate standards for mitigating fire risk.
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Further information and hearings 

WRC wishes to be heard at the hearings for Proposed Plan Changes 15 – Permeable Surfaces and 16 – 
Technical Improvements in support of this submission and is prepared to consider a joint submission with 
others making a similar submission. 

WRC could not gain an advantage in trade competition through this submission. 
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